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LUNCH  PROGRAM  REPORTS 

Facts  and  figures  on  the  school  lunch  program  for  the  first  six  months  * 
operation  in  1945  show  it  takes  a  lot  of  eggs,  milk,  vegetables,  fruits,  and 
other  foods  to  prepare  lunches  for  over  20,000  school  children  daily.  New 
Mexico  lunch  program  sponsors  spent  over  £-125,000  for  food  purchases  from  local 
farmers  and  grocers. 

In  addition  to  the  cash  purchases  of  food  for  the  lunch  program,  the  Pro- 
duction and  Marketing  Administration  made  available  to  schools  at  no  charge 
potatoes,  cabbage,  and  canned  green  beans  purchased  by  PMA  under  the  price  sup- 
port and  surplus  removal  programs. 

The  school  lunch  program  is  essentially  a  community  responsibility  and 
actual  operation  rests  with  the  local  program  sponsors.    At  the  present  time 
there  are  approximately  200  New  Mexico  schools  and  child  care  centers  serving 
lunches  to  more  than  20,000  children j  and  new  schools  are  being  added  each 
0  month. 

PARITY  AND  FARM  PRICES  MOVE  UP 
Parity  prices  of  farm  products  continued  to  advance  during  the  month  ended 
February  15,  the  USDA's  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  reported,  with  the 
index  of  prices  paid  by  farmers  (including  interest  and  taxes)  reaching  another 
new  25-year  high a    At  178  percent  of  the  1910^14  average,  the  parity  Index  was 
up  1  point  from  a  month  earlier  and  6  points  above  a  year  agoo- 
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ASSISTANCE  TO  FARMERS  ON  BUILDING  MATERIALS 
Farmers  who  are  veterans  of  World  War  II  may  receive  help  in  obtaining 
housing  materials  through  priorities  granted  by  the  Civilian  Production  Admin- 
istration t    Applications  should  be  made  to  the  nearest  Federal  Housing  Admin- 
istration office. 

Reserved  for  veteran's  housing  are  part  of  the  total  production  of  common 
and  face  brick,  clay  sewer  pipe,  structural  tile  gypsum  board,  gypsum  lath, 
cast  iron  soil  pipe  and  fittings,  cast  iron  radiation,  bathtubs,  lumber^  and 
millwork* 

Farmers— both  veterans  and  nonveterans — also  may  apply  to  CPA,  in  Washing- 
ton, D,  C.j  for  help  in  securing  building  materials  for  other  types  of  farm 
buildings,  as  well  as  for  housing. 

HIGHER  PRODUCTION  OF  MEAT  EXP5CTSD 
Meat  production  in  1946  is  likely  to  be  moderately  larger  than  in  1945  and 
more  than  40  percent  above  the  1935-39  average  of  16.2  billion  pounds,  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  reports.    Hog  slaughter  will  be  higher  due  to  the  12 
percent  increase  in  the  fall  pig  crop  and  the  prospect  that  the  spring  pig  crop 
will  be  only  slightly  under  1945.    Output  of  beef  should  continue  high  with  a 
large  number  of  cattle  on  feed  and  increased  marketing  of  breeding  stock  in 
prospect.    Lamb  and  mutton  production  will  be  below  1945  due  to  the  sharp  de- 
cline in  numbers  of  breeding  ewes. 
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BREWERS  CUT  II  GRAIN  USE 
Brewers  are  now  prohibited  from  using  "wheat  or  any  product  derived  from 
wheat  in  the  production  of  malt  beverages  and  are  restricted  in  aggregate  use 
of  all  other  grains  to  70  percent  of  the  amount  used  by  the  brewing  industry  in 
1945.    Use  of  grain  for  production  of  ethyl  and  butyl  alcohol  is  prohibited  un- 
less specifically  authorized  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

JAPAN  IS  OUTLET  FOR  U.S.  COTTON 
With  private  trading  forbidden  for  security  reasons,  the  Government  has 
started  a  program  of  exports  to  Japan  to  regain  an  important  foreign  outlet  for 
raw  cotton.     Japan  took  about  a  fourth  of  all  U,  S,  cotton  exports  before  the 
war. 

Under  the  program,  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  stocks  of  cotton  will  be 
shipped  to  a  Japanese  governmental  agency  designated  and  supervised  by  the 
Supreme  Commander  of  the  Allied  Powers  in  Japan.     Enough  of  the  textiles  manu- 
factured will  be  accepted  to  reimburse  the  U.  S.  in  full  for  the  cotton  shipped 
to  Japan • 

FARM  NEWS  SHORTS 

Ul'IRRA  is  flying  hatching  eggs  to  Czechoslovakia  to  aid  in  rebuilding  the 
foundation  flocks.     Incubators  have  been  sent  to  Europe  to  aid  in  reestablish- 
ing hatcheries  and  some  pullets  and  cockerels  are  being  sent  by  boat. 

^  ^  *'f 

Agricultural  research  at  the  Peoria,  Illinois,  Laboratory  Indicates  that 
90  to  95  gallons  of  liquid  motor  fuel  can  be  produced  from  a  ton  of  corn  cobs 
or  cottonseed  hulls.    Outlets  are  being  sought  for  millions  of  tons  of  peanut 
shells,  corn  cobs,  cottonseed  hulls,  and  flax  shives  produced  each  year  on 
U.  S.  farms* 
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The  TJSDA  has  announced  that  after  March  15  sales  of  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation  stocks  of  owned  and  poeled  cotton  will  be  sold  on  a  "bid  basis. 
The  cotton  will  go  to  the  highest  "bidder,  but  bids  will  not  be  accepted  below 
parity 6 

*** 

The  U,  .3,  produces  only  10  percent  of  the  world's  food, 

The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation's  stocks  of  domestic  wool  on  December  29, 
1945,  totaling  449  million  pounds  (grease  basis)  were  about  135  mill  ion  nounds 
larger  than  a  year  earlier,  and  exceeded  a  year's  domestic  production, 

*** 

Unit  returns  from  sales  of  lambs  will  be  higher  in  the  first  6  months  of 
1946  than  a  year  earlier,  largely  as  a  result  of  higher  subsidy  payments  than  a 
year  ago,  the  USBA's  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  reports, 

"The  uses  and  properties  have  never  been  completely  understood.     Can  any- 
one be  so  lacking  in  imagination  as  to  fail  to  foresee  that  new  uses  and  new 
knowledge  lie  ahead?"    Southern  Agriculturist. 
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